
 
 

 

 Rebecca Otitoju 

 Lazarus – a situation of no hope John 11 

 1 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2 It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with 

fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 

was sick. 3 Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he 

whom You love is sick. 

This story was about the illness of Lazarus and about what 
transpired at the grave of Lazarus. Jesus came too late for Lazarus and 
his family because when the sisters sent to Jesus to inform Him about 
their brother’s illness, He delayed for days and later headed out there 
after the fact. We could take the message sent to Jesus by Mary and 
Martha as them praying to God regarding their brother’s health and 
nothing was happening even though they had fasted and prayed. The 
sisters knew Jesus on a personal basis. They’ve cooked for Him. They sat 
at His feet to be taught. They see no reason why He would not come to 
their rescue when they sent for Him. But Jesus delayed in His coming 
and Lazarus died.20 Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 

coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting in the house. 21 Now 

Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, 

God will give You.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection at the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, 

he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. 

Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You 

are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”  

Based on the above verses, Martha did not believe that what Jesus was 
telling her is also for now  and not just in “the resurrection at the last 

day.” Mary also came, ...she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, 

“Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”  Did 
you notice Jesus did not have the same discussion with Mary as He did 
with Martha?  Could it be that He felt there was no use repeating the 
same thing since He knew what Mary will also say to Him? Verses 33 
said Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 

with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and was troubled.  34 And 

He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to Him, “Lord, come 

and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved 

him!” Even though theologians had different reasons why they thought 
Jesus wept, the Jews present felt it was the love Jesus had for Lazarus 
that  brought tears to His eyes. Then some of the by-standers (the Jews) 
started  asking questions as such “Could not this Man, who opened  the 

eyes of the blind, also have                                                                

kept this man from dying”.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Can anyone relate with this                                                                    
experience? You’ve heard a lot                                                                           
about the miracles performed                                                                                                
by Jesus. You’ve even                                                                                    
experienced some personally,                                                                                  
so there was no doubt about the                                                                               
power of God to deliver. But                                                                                
there is this one problem that                                                            
could be likened to “Lazarus” in                                                       
your life. You have prayed.                                                           
Other People had joined you to                                                                             
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P salm 84:1. For the LORD God is a sun and 

shield; The LORD will give grace and glory; No 

good thing will He withhold from those who 

walk uprightly 

 Through the grace of God we have seen the end of 

the first four months of 2011. As children of God we need to 

learn to be grateful for life every minute of the day. We take 

many things for granted, however, regardless of that 

attitude our God has been faithful. We want to worship Him 

for His grace upon our lives. 

 As we ponder upon our 2011 theme from Psalm 

84:1, we see the importance of walking uprightly before God 

which is the condition for receiving everything good thing 

from Him. But we also realize and acknowledge that we 

cannot walk uprightly before God in our own strength. The 

Bible says our righteousness is like a filthy rag before God. If 

this is true, which it is, how can we then attain this 

expectation? God knew even before we realized this fact and 

He made a way for us regarding this. He came in the person 

of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior who we know as the only 

begotten Son of God to deliver us and bestow on us the 

grace to be able to walk uprightly and stand as righteous 

people before God. What a privilege! 

 In this Issue we have many inspiring messages 

from different people. A few among them are the Part 2 of 

Pastor Longinus Ekeh’s article on the Imperative of Spiritual 

Discernment. We also have a summary of Proverbs chapters 

1-4 by one of the members of our Young Ambassadors (YA) 

Group. The YA group has  been studying the book of 

Proverbs and some of them have given a good summary of 

the first four chapters, this summary was one of them. 

Beside the summary are excerpt from the book of Proverbs. 

We hope you will enjoy it.  

 We also have the pictures of our new church 

building. On December 31, 2010 we moved into this building 

believing that God will let it become our own and He did. 

Praise the Lord! 

 We pray that the Lord will richly bless you as you 

read the articles in this newsletter. 
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pray, but answers to your prayers are delayed and it got to a 
point of no hope. Even people around you are starting to ask, can’t 
the God who helped you the last time you had a problem also help 
you with this one?  

I want to declare to you today that Jesus is standing at your 
grave and you have no option but to hear His voice and come out. 
No grave can hold you any more when Jesus is calling you to come 
out. 

 After Lazarus came out of the grave(, ) Jesus did not command 
the grave clothes to fall off instead 44 “… Jesus said to them, 
“Loose him, and let him go.” Will Jesus who called Lazarus out of 
the grave not have power to command that the grave clothes fall off? 
Why would Jesus ask the people instead to do that aspect? My 
reason would be that, right from creation God decided to include us 
in whatever He does here on earth because He created us in His 
image.  Do you realise that God wants you to help your fellow 
brother or sister get out of the grave clothes the devil had robbed 
them with? Jesus is our example because in doing God’s will Jesus 
denied Himself of every pleasure. That is the attitude and mind set 
that God wants us to have. We are created to demonstrate God’s 
love everywhere and every time. We are supposed to become a part 
of the good things God is doing in other peoples’ lives. We cannot 
live our lives like the Pharisees who were telling people they have to 
live with their problems and not come to Jesus to be healed on a 
Sabbath. Luke 6:1-11. 

 Ezekiel 37 – another situation of no hope 

 The story in this passage is another story of no hope. The picture 
is not of a dead person for 4 days, it is a picture of total hope lost 
because the dead people here are already rotten and decayed only 
bones are left. Prophet Ezekiel did not want to guess what could 
happen when God asked him “…can these bones live?” he 
answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.”  After Ezekiel had done 

everything God commanded him to do and the dry bones came to life. 

God said in verses 11-14 …these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. They indeed say, „Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and 

we ourselves are cut off!‟ 12 Therefore prophesy  and say to them, 
„Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, O My people, I will open your 

graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you 

into the land of Israel.   13 Then you shall know that I am the 

LORD, when I have opened your graves, O My people, and brought 

you up from your graves. 14 I will put My Spirit in you, and you 

shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you shall 

know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it,” says the 

LORD.‟” 

Can you see any similarity in the stories in Ezekiel 37 and John 
11? In both situations, humanly speaking, we could say there was no 
hope for any life or restoration. In both cases, hope was restored 
even though Ezekiel 37 was a parable of what God would do for His 
people; John 11 happened in reality and was witnessed by people. 
Both cases confirmed what God said and glorified God. 

Listen to how Jesus described Himself in the Synagogue when 
He was handed the scroll to read. Luke 4.                                                   
18 “ The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed 

Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the 

broken hearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery 

of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.”  20 Then He closed 

the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the 

eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 21 And 

He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your 

hearing.”                                                                                                
 Hear how Hebrews 2 described Jesus: 14 Inasmuch then as the 

children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 

shared in the same,  that through death He might destroy him who 

had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who 

through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.   
16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid 

to the seed of Abraham. 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be 

made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful 

High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for 

the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being 

tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted. 

 Did God give you a word? At the beginning when Jesus 
received the message from Mary and Martha in John 11 He said, 
“This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 

Is your “Lazarus” dead and your hope lost? Remember Jesus 
already said your “Lazarus” is not going to die and He is on His 
way. Can you wait for Him? In Ezekiel 37 and John 11 God wanted 
His people to "... know that He, the LORD, has spoken it and 

performed it,”.  
Even if your situation can be described as the “dry bones”, if 

God gives a word, hold on to it. He will surely come. In Habakkuk 2 
the LORD told the prophet to: “ Write the vision. And make it 

plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it. 3 For the vision is 

yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will 

not lie. Though it tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, 

It will not tarry. 
As Christians today what is the basis of our faith? Jesus in His 

discussion with Nicodemus in John 3:14-17 said: 
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. 16 For God so loved the 

world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes 

in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did 
not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 

the world through Him might be saved. 

 These verses and many more in the Bible are the basis of our 
faith today. But do you believe it? It is not only about the death of 
Jesus, it is more about His resurrection. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 
15: 12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the 

dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection 

of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our 

preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we 

are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of 

God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact 
the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is 

not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are 

still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in 

Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all men the most pitiable. Read the whole chapter of 1 
Corinthians 15. We serve a living God, the only One who said “I am 
the resurrection and life.”  
12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the 

dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection 

of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then 

Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our 

preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we 
are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of 

God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact 

the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is 

not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are 

still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in 

Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, 

we are of all men the most pitiable. Read the whole chapter of 1 
Corinthians 15. We serve a living God, the only One who said “I am 
the resurrection and life.”  
 Jesus came the first time to rescue us from the penalty of 
sins. The second time He will come as a judge. That was why He 
went on to tell Nicodemus in John 3:18 that 18 “He who believes 
in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten Son of God.  
 It is another Easter as we celebrate it every year, do you know 
the true meaning of Easter? Do you know that Easter is not about 
the Easter bunny – it is the demonstration of God’s love for you? 
Have you accepted that love? It is dangerous to wait for Jesus’ 
second coming without being sure you have accepted Him as your 
Savior.  
Are you wondering how you can accept Jesus as your Savior? It is 
very easy, here are the steps to take:                                     

 The first step is to acknowledge your sinful nature and that you 

cannot save yourself from the wages of sin.  

 The next step is to ask Jesus to forgive you and give you His 

spirit (Holy Spirit) that would help you live a life glorifying God. 

 The last step is to believe what you’ve just done in faith that you 

are now a new creature, old things have passed away.  
If you have taken the three steps above, please contact us (see 
contact information at the back of newsletter). We want to pray 
with you as you start your walk of faith in Jesus Christ. God bless 
you. 
       Rebecca Otitoju is a Pastor in AFCMI 



P r E p A r A t I o N s  T o  B e  H i S  B r I d E  

  Katherine Carswell 

D id you watch 'the Royal Wedding'?  By the time this goes to press, 
HRH William, second in line to the British throne will have married 
Catherine  Middleton.  All the detailed preparations will have seen 
their fruition. These include the mother of the bride arriving at  
10:27 a.m., with HRH Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall 
arriving at 10:38 am and the Queen arriving shortly after that. 
Perhaps you did not have time to watch the royal wedding, because 
you were too busy preparing for your own, or one of a close friend or 

family member. 

 Thinking about weddings brings back memories of my own 
wedding to Murray in August 2009.  Murray proposed on the 27th of 
December, and we were married on August 20th.  So for about eight 
months, I was preparing to be his bride.  I had the fun of getting to 
know Murray better, of being engaged, the enjoyment of  looking 
forward to our wedding.  But as I was going through this short season 
of life, it made me think of how what Murray and I were doing 
mirrored Christ and his church.  If you are a believer, you are an 
engaged person.  Now, some of you may wonder at that.  Let me 

explain myself by quoting Paul:  

 2 Cor. 11: 2  

 I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy.  I promised you to one 

husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him 

 As Christian believers, we are engaged to Christ.  We are 
preparing to be his bride.  What sort of things happen during an 

engagement that would mirror that? 

(By the way, I'm using Murray and I as an example, I'm not saying that 
Murray is exactly like Christ—we've been married almost two years, 

I've already told him at least once that he's not 100 perfect!!) 

 It is the groom that seeks the bride.  Christ is seeking his 

bride, wanting to draw her to himself. 

 It was Murray's love, his attention to me that drew me to 
him.  He was very responsive to any thing that I did to encourage the 
relationship.  He was willing to go out of his way for me:  wearing 
church clothes to a country bar when I wanted to go to a fund raiser 
for a co-worker.  I realized later that we might have looked a little 

foolish, as must people dress in blue jeans to go to a country bar . . . 

The Bible says that Christ first loved us. 

1 John 4:10:   

This is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent His 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 

 We can take joy in the fact that Jesus cared enough to 
start the relationship with us.  He went out of his way, coming down 

from heaven.  Jesus' care for us was very costly:   

Phil. 2: 6 – 8: 

 Who, being very nature God did not consider equality with God  
something to be grasped But made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in 
appearance as a man he humbled himself and become obedient to 
death—even death on a cross! Jesus loves his bride so much that he is 

willing to die for her. 

 Jesus is excited about his bride coming to heaven to be 
with him.  Some of you may remember Murray counting down the 
days to his wedding.  Murray was so excited that he wanted to order 
wedding invitations in January—I had one slight issue with that:  we 

hadn't set the date yet!!    

 Jesus too is looking forward to inviting many to his 

wedding.  He is come to seek and save the lost. 

Luke 19:10  

For the Son of Man came to seek and save that which was lost. 

 And the Heavenly Father wants his Son's wedding reception 

full of people. 

 

 

Matt. 22:8 - 10  (22:1 – 14 Parable of the Wedding Feast) 

Then he (the king, representing Father God) said to his servants, 

“The banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. Go 
to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find. So the 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they 
could find, both good and bad and the wedding hall was filled with 

guests. 

 Have you ever felt not good enough for heaven?   Have you been 
waiting to deal with yesterday's mistakes before you can consider 
entering the kingdom?  Our past mistakes don't matter:  the King wants 
guests at his Son's wedding!!  Some of those who are invited are too 
busy to come:  are you too busy as well?  Have you accepted his 

invitation?   

 Another scripture that tells about Jesus preparing for his bride is  

John 14: 1 – 4.  It says:   

Let not your heart be troubled:  ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father's house  are many mansions:  if it were not so, I would 
have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go to prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also. 

 Jesus has prepared a place for his bride, just like Murray 
prepared a place for me.  Murray purchased an older home about two 
years ago, and fixed it up with the help of his Dad.  To me this is very 
special. In Jewish society, when a young man wanted a bride, he 
furnished a room in his father's house to take his new wife to.  It was 
the man's father who was allowed to say when the room was ready for 
his new wife.  The groom did not know the date he could go and get his 
bride:  he had to wait for his father's word.  Jesus does not know when 

he can come for his bride.  He cannot tell us when he will come for us. 

Acts 1:  6, 7 

When they therefore were come together, they asked of  him, saying, 
Lord, will thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he 
said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, 

which my Father hath put in his own power. 

 Because we do not know when Jesus may come, it is our job as his 
bride to be prepared.   We are to make sure that we are compatible to 

him. 

 Sometimes during the engagement, I did not wear my engagement 
ring.  Murray was not happy when he saw this.   He wanted to see the 
ring as the evidence of his love for me.  Jesus Christ has also given his 

people an engagement ring.   

Ephesians 1:13, 14 

In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation:  in whom also after that ye believed, ye were 
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our 
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the 

praise of his glory.  

 Are we allowing Jesus to see the evidence of his love for us in our 

lives?   Are we honoring the gift that he has given us, his Holy Spirit?   

 One of the bride's major decisions is her wedding outfit.  Will 
it be a gown, dress or suit?  If it's a gown,  will it have a train, will it be 
plain or fancy? What jewelry will she wear with it?  What shoes?  (As a 
former bride, I suggest comfortable ones . . .) How will she wear her 
hair on that day?  The wedding outfit details can seem overwhelming at 
times. . .  But they are so important, because that is how the bride 
appears before her husband for the first time.  It is nice if the 
bridesmaids like the wedding dress, it's nice if family members and 

other guests do – but the only one that really matters is the groom! 

 As Christians, what are we wearing as we prepare to appear 
before the Lord? What attitudes are we allowing in our hearts, what 
expressions are we wearing on our faces?  Are we allowing Jesus to give 
us love, joy, and peace, no matter what we are going through?  Are we 

allowing ourselves to be clothed in white garments?   

 In spring and summer, many weddings are held.  My prayer is 
that those of us planning weddings or even just planning to be guests 
at weddings, will allow God to work in our lives, so that we will be 
ready to accept the Father's invitation to the celebration of his Son's 

wedding.   
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PROVERBS 

WHAT ARE PROVERBS? 

          Proverbs are short sayings that help people make 

wise choices. The advice found in Proverbs makes good 

sense for both Christians and non-Christians. Take for 

example, “A gentle answer turns away wrath” (Proverbs 

15:1). 

It’s better to be polite than yell back insults when someone 

is angry at you. Usually this will stop a fight, but not 

always. Proverb describes what usually happens, not 

necessarily, what God promises to do. 

CHAPTER 1: PURPOSE AND THEME 

The fear of the lord is the beginning of knowledge. To “fear 

the Lord” means to show Him respect by living a moral 

life. If sinners entice thee do not answer they will lead you 

to do the wrong thing or lead you to go the wrong way. 

Never reject wisdom, by ignoring God’s advice. There is 

purpose and theme for everything (Proverbs 1:1-3) 

CHAPTER 2: WISDOM BEATS KNOWLEDGE. 

Wisdom beats knowledge because you might have 

knowledge but knowledge doesn’t work alone, but when 

you apply both wisdom and knowledge you come out 

successful. (proverbs 2:6). When you have wisdom you will 

understand what is right and just. You will gain wisdom 

and be protected by it( Proverbs 2: 10-11). You will be 

saved from the ways of the wicked (Proverbs 2:12). The 

Bible is filled with treasures that can be yours if only you 

look (Proverbs 2:4). You can only gain wisdom if you 

follow the way of the Lord and live in His righteousness 

and God will help you in every sphere of life. 

CHAPTER 3: BENEFITS OF WISDOM 

Always keep the commandments of God in Your  heart 

because they will prolong your life for many years and will 

bring you prosperity.(Proverbs 3:1-2). Trust in the Lord and 

lean not in your own understanding. (Proverbs 3:5). 

Without wisdom and understanding we can’t do anything 

right and correct. You cannot compare wisdom and 

understanding to anything you desire because it is more 

profitable. Follow the commandments and laws of the Lord 

and he will grant you wisdom and understanding.  

CHAPTER 4: WISDOM IS SUPREME  

Wisdom is Supreme because by applying wisdom to things 

you do, you accomplish them successfully 

Seyi Akinwale is a member of the YA Group 

IMPORTANT EXCERPT FROM PROVERBS 1 - 4 

The purpose of Proverbs – 1:1-6 

 To know wisdom and instruction 

 To perceive the words of understanding 

 To receive the instruction of wisdom, Justice, 

judgment, and equity; 

 To give prudence to the simple 

 To give the young man knowledge and discretion 

 A wise man will hear and increase learning 

 And a man of understanding will attain wise 

counsel 

 To understand a proverb and an enigma, The 

words of the wise and their riddles 

The fear of the Lord 

 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

knowledge 1:7a 

The wise and the fools 

 Fools despise wisdom and instruction 1:7b 

 Fools hate knowledge 2:22 

 Fools are complacent 2:32b 

 Fools have the legacy of shame 2:35b  

 The wise hears wisdom and increases in learning 

1:5a  

 The wise fears the Lord and departs from evil 

3:7 

 The wise will inherit glory 3:35a 

Benefit of wisdom 

 Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you;  

   love her, and she will watch over you. 4:6 

 Cherish her, and she will exalt you; embrace her, 

and she will honor you. She will give you a garland 

to grace your head    and present you with a 

glorious crown.” 4:8-9 

   Quote 
    How can a young person stay on the path of  purity?  

         By living according to your word. Psalm 119:9 

 

Rebecca Otitoju is a Pastor  in Ambassadors for Christ 

Ministries Inc. and Leader of YA Group     
JESUS IS LORD 



THE IMPERATIVE OF SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT 
CONCLUSION 

 Longinus Ekeh  

Prominent among those false prophets was Hananiah!  (Jer.28:1- end).  

The battle between truth and falsehood was going on in the house of 

God; two prophets were prophesying in the name of the Lord and to 

the people of God, yet their prophecies were contradictory.  Who was 

telling the truth?  Hananiah’s prophecies won the hearts of the priests 

and political leaders as it appealed to their senses, but the prophecies 

of Jeremiah found support only in the prophecies of his predecessors.  

Without reception, Jeremiah was disgraced off the stage (v.11). 

Jeremiah left in shame yet he was the true prophet.  This is not too 

different from the scenario today.  False teachers would win the 

sympathy of government and majority of people in Christendom, but 

truth is not judged by popularity of acceptance. 

Discerning of Spirits   

Jeremiah himself was not sure what was happening.  He was not sure 

whether God had changed His mind; it was then the discerning of 

spirits came to work. (v.12-17).  Without God speaking to Jeremiah 

there was no way of his knowing that Hananiah was a false prophet. 

The gift of discerning of spirits is limited to knowing the nature 

and character of the spirit in operation.  It is the supernatural, 

divine operation of the Holy Spirit in a believer that enables him or 

her to know accurately the origin, nature and character of the spirit in 

operation at a point in time.  It could also identify the nature and 

origin of the spirits at work at a particular time, age, location, in an 

individual, church, group, etc. Assessment of situations using previous 

knowledge acquired falls under general discernment but not 

discerning of spirits.  When it is the gift of discerning of spirits in 

operation, such knowledge is not arrived at through study, 

comparisons and experience.  Examples –  

Micaiah was a lone voice in the midst of many prophets.  (1 Kings 

22).  Four hundred prophets prophesied in symphony (v.6); their 

prophecy favoured the course of a wicked king (Ahab); Micaiah 

gave the discordant tone!  It was the discerning of spirits working in 

prophet Micaiah that enabled him to know the nature of the spirit 

that inspired the four hundred prophets.  (v.20-23).   

He identified it as lying spirits.  Lying spirits are still preaching and 

teaching today but where are the Micaiahs?  

Paul and the lady with spirit of divination (Acts 16:16-18).   

How did Paul know the spirit that possessed her?  It was by the gift of 

discerning of spirits.  What the lady was saying about Paul and his 

team was correct, but it was from evil spirits.  The Christian needs to 

reject evil spirits and their activities even when those activities look 

godly and beneficial.  It is more difficult to identify evil spirits when 

they are “doing good.” But the gift of discerning of spirits pierces 

through religious façade to identify the origin and nature of the spirit 

at work, whether it be the Holy Spirit, human spirit or evil spirits..   

Peter and Simon the ‘converted sorcerer’ (Acts 8:12-23) Peter was 

able to know the kind of a person Simon was by the Holy Spirit. When 

Peter said, “I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterness and 

bond of iniquity” (v.23), he was saying what his spirit perceived; 

Peter’s spirit through the insight of the Holy Spirit identified what 

was working in Simon as the spirit of bitterness which  was masked in 

the words and desire of Simon.   

Such is the manifestation of the gift of discerning of spirits. 

The Responsibility to Discern 

It is the responsibility of every believer to exercise discernment.  This 

is general discernment, not necessarily gift of discerning of spirits. 

General discernment is the exercise of that sense of right and wrong; it 

is the ability a believer has to know what is appropriate and what is 

not; what is good and what is not.  It is not restricted to any specific 

area and it is usually acquired in the process of Christian growth.  

Proper discernment is the distinguishing mark of mature believers. 

(Heb.5:14). 

Paul admonished the Thessalonians saints to prove all things and hold 

fast to that which is good.  (1Thes.5:21).  This presupposes that the 

believer should not be quick to believe what he hears.  He is expected 

to prove or test or examine it using both the word of God and the Holy 

Spirit.  It is those teachings that pass the tests that should be accepted 

and embraced. 

Apostle John admonished the saints to try every spirit (1John 4:1).  In 

this regard he was speaking with reference to myriads of teachings 

that would flourish at End Time just as it was in his days.  Scarcely 

can spirits be identified if they did not manifest.  It is through words 

and actions that spirits manifest themselves.  So, Christians at End-

Time are expected to possess sharp  sense of discernment much more 

than the saints of other ages. 

God commended the saints of the Church of Ephesus for their 

diligence and discipline to try those who presented themselves as 

prophets and apostles.  (Rev.2:2).  They were tried and found false.  

How were they tried?  Paul said, if anyone comes to you and does not 

preach this gospel, let him be accursed (Gal.2:6-20).  Apostle John 

instructed the saints to refuse any one who didn’t preach the gospel as 

was delivered by the Apostles (referring precisely to the teaching on 

the  Divinity of Jesus Christ)  (2John1:10).  Paul said God would 

judge the world according to his (Paul’s) gospel (Rom.2:16).   

So the early Christians had enough truth with which to assess, 

examine, investigate and prove those who laid claims to divine 

revelations and God’s leading.  Today we have the written word of 

God (the Bible) and the Holy Spirit within us to assess, examine and 

prove all teachings and prophetic manifestations. 

May our hearts be aroused to seek God for a keen sense of 

discernment and for a greater operation of the gift of discerning of 

spirits.  Sometimes it is only a thin line that separates the truth from 

the false; error is truth overstretched; delusion always has an element 

of truth.  So the believer cannot afford to live without exercising 

spiritual discernment at this time.  May we cry unto God that He 

might open our spiritual ears to hear, spiritual eyes to see and heart to 

understand and may we purge ourselves of sin and fleshly inclinations 

so that we might be able to accurately discern what is of God and what 

is not. Amen.       

  

 

 

Pastor Longinus is a visiting Pastor and helping with the youth ministry in 

our church 
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JESUS IS LORD 



   MOTHERS 
    Have you ever  

   wondered why a woman was 

   created to be a mother? This is 

because mothers are special and show the truest love to 

their children. Everyone should appreciate their mothers  

because  

      

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

    Therefore, appreciate 

    your mother for who she

    is and what she does in 

    your life. A MOTHER  is 

     PRICELESS.  
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JESUS IS LORD 

FATHERS 
The First creature, ``Fathers are angels        

sent from heaven-unknown``. Fathers are            

the best teachers and best mentors.       

A good father is a provider for the family and the head the 

whole family look up to for greatest achievement. 

I remember my mother's 

prayers and they have always 

followed me.  They have clung 

to me all my life. ~Abraham 

Lincoln 

“ a good mother gives her children a feeling of trust and 

stability. She is their earth. She is the one they can count 

on for the things that matter most of all. She is their food 

and their bed and the extra blanket when it grows cold in 

the night; she is their warmth and their health and their 

shelter; she is the one they want to be near when they cry. 

She is the only person in the whole world in a whole lifetime 

who can be these things to her children. There is no 

substitute for her. Somehow even her clothes feel 

different to her children's hands from anybody else's 

clothes. Only to touch her skirt or her sleeve makes a 

troubled child feel better.-Katharine  Butler Hathaway”  

If you have a mom, there is nowhere 

you are likely to go where a prayer has 

not already been. ~Robert Brault 

Solomon’s word for us in 

Proverbs 1:8-9 

“Listen, my son, to your 

father’s instruction and 

do not forsake your 

mother’s teaching.  

They are a garland to 

grace your head and a 

chain to adorn your neck. 

Prov:23:22-25. Listen to 

your father, who gave you 

life, and do not despise 

your mother when she is 

old. Buy the truth and do 

not sell it— wisdom, 

instruction and insight as 

well. The father of a 

righteous child has great 

joy; a man who fathers a 

wise son rejoices in him.  

May your father and 

mother rejoice;  may she 

who gave you birth be 

joyful 

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY 

What a father says to his children is not 

heard by the world, but it will be heard 

for posterity. ~ Jean Paul Richter 

He didn't tell me 

how to live; he 

lived, and let me 

watch him do it. - 
Clarence Budington 

Kelland 

 The righteous man 

walks in his integrity; 

his children are 
blessed after him. 

Proverbs 20:7  

A Father's Love 

A father is respected 
because 
he gives his children 
leadership... 
appreciated because 
he gives his children 
care... 
valued because 
he gives his children 
time... 
loved because 
he gives his children 
the one thing 
they treasure most - 
himself. 
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HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY 



OUR NEW MIRACLE CHURCH BUILDING  
 When people talk about miracles, some say it’s a dream. But for us in our church, the miracle of our new church building is a 

dream come true. For many years we have been praying asking God for a land on which we would build a church, He went beyond 

that and provided us with a land with a building on it where we can move into and start worshiping right away. We can truly echo that 

statement in Psalm 126 that said “Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” The LORD 

has done great things for us, and we are glad. For this reason we praise and worship our God Who has been faithful to His Words 

and proved Himself worthy to be served and worshiped. We give God all the glory.  Amen. 

 The interesting part of this miracle is the location of the church. Many of our friends thought we were joking when we told 

them our new address is #1 Peace Gate in the Garden of Eden Estate. Our God speaks in parable and we believe that as a church, 

as a family and as individuals His peace will reign in our lives beyond our human understanding. Remember that this is the church of 

God where any of His children can worship and feel at home. Please join us any of the Sundays you are available so we can worship 

God together and fellowship with other brethren. We expect to see you soon God willing. 

 We want to express our thanks and gratitude to all who had donated to our building fund for many years trusting God with us 

that one day that fund will be used for what we designated it for. We are also very grateful to the Mayor of White City, all Council 

members, past and present Town Managers, all the staff of the town office, our former Landlord and the Garden of Eden Estate 

Developer for the way the Lord used each one of them in different ways to bring this dream to reality. 

 Our urgent need is a space for children’s Sunday School but we believe that our God is able to help us with that too. In the 

nearest future we shall be contacting you to join us in fundraising activities regarding this. Continue to pray for us as we always do for 

you. “The LORD bless you and keep you; The LORD make His face shine upon you, And be gracious to you; The LORD lift 

up His countenance upon you, And give you peace in Jesus’ name. Amen.”’ Number 6:24-26.  

         Pastors James & Rebecca Otitoju 

         Co-founders & Senior Pastors 
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If you live in White City or Regina and surrounding areas, 

please join us every Sunday at the 1 Peace gate, in Garden 
of Eden, White City. Service starts at 10:00 a.m. 

PROGRAMS: 

 House Fellowship every week at member’s homes 

 Monthly Fasting  and prayer every first day of the 

month 

 Monthly Bible Study every  second Sunday of the 

month. 

 Men’s breakfast meeting every first Saturday of the 

month. 

 Young Ambassadors meet every first Sunday of the 

month 

 Ladies of Ambassadors breakfast meeting every 

second  Saturday of the month 

 Girls for Christ every first Friday of  every other 

month.  

 Princesses, every last  Saturday of the month 

 Night vigil prayer every second Friday of the month 

 Monthly Conference Call prayer every last Saturday 

from 8:30am to 9:30am. Phone 1-888-289-4573 
Password: 5750985. Press *6 to mute or unmute 
your phone 

2011 ANNUAL PROGRAMS: 
 

Annual Convention: September 16-18. Pastors Dave & Linda 
Wells are the Speakers 
Annual Retreat:  The date in October will be announced in the 
next Embassy News 
Men’s Annual Conference: June 17-18 in Winnipeg 
Princesses National Conference: July 29-31 in Ottawa 
Vacation Bible School: August 8-12 at our church from 9am to 
12noon. Ages 3-15 

All meetings: Everyone is welcome to all our meetings or 

conferences regardless of your church affiliation.  For more 

information, please call or email us. See contact information 

above. 

Unless otherwise stated, Bible passages are 
from   King James Version, New King James 
Version or New International Version 

 

Important points to note for 2011  

 No one knows what 2011 holds, but 

we know Him who holds the year so 

hold on to Him. 

Psalm 84:1. For the LORD God is a 

sun and shield; The LORD will give 

grace and glory; No good thing will He 

withhold from those who walk uprightly.  

Contributors to this issue: 

Pastors James & Rebecca Otitoju 

Pastor Murray & Sis. Katherine Carswell 

Pastor Longinus Ekeh 

Dr. Chi Otitoju 

Seyi Akinwale 

Embassy News is a publication of Ambassadors 
for Christ Ministries Inc. This ministry is a 
registered non-profit charitable organization.  You 
can donate online at www.afcmi.org. All donations 
are tax deductible. 

EMBASSY NEWS       

We want to hear from you: 

P. O. Box 714 

White City, SK S4L 5B1 

Tel: (306) 347-3272 Fax: (306) 347-7924 

Email: ambassadors4christ@jesusanswers.com  

Website: www.afcmi.org  

Visit www.embassyvacations.org to book 

your flights, cruise, hotels or car rental. If you 

are having a problem booking your flight, 

please write down the message you got and 

call Pastor Rebecca at 306-781-3304. 

AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST MEDIA MINISTRY 

with Pastors James & Rebecca Otitoju 

TUNE IN TO: CHAB AM800 (Moose Jaw Radio 

Station) every Sunday  from 7:30am to 7:45am  

 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JESUS IS LORD 
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